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Seasons Greetings  
from all the staff at Castlehill 
    We hope you have a great  

Christmas and  
a  

   very happy New Year 



This will be my last foreword as I will be retiring in 
February 2010. 
 
I have written a short article on óReflections on my 
time with Castlehillô which is in the general newsletter 
which you will have already received. I thought Iôd 
add a few additional comments about sheltered  
housing. 
 
Looking back to my first few years at Castlehill they 
were exciting times in terms of new development.  In 
the 1980ôs there was great expansion in sheltered 
housing, and I was reminded of this when I came 
across a letter written in 1986 to the Housing        
Corporation, who funded housing associations at the 
time.  There had been a reduction in the amount of 

finance available, at a time when Castlehill had identified 18 towns or villages where 
it had been agreed, in conjunction with the local authorities, that new sheltered 
housing was needed.  Not all of these schemes came to fruition but many did.   
However, in the 1990ôs our programme of sheltered housing came to an end, 
(except for our scheme at St Johnôs Court, Stonehaven) and indeed since then the 
number of sheltered housing flats across Scotland has not increased. 
 
The number of very sheltered flats across Scotland has increased in the last 10 
years from around 1400 to 5000, including our schemes at Dalvenie Gardens,   
Banchory and Victoria Grange, Dyce. 
 
There have been considerable changes in the environment governing sheltered 
housing. Up to 1993 the service was financed by the Regional Council, then the 
costs became part of the rent, and since 2003 the service is funded again by the 
Council on a means tested basis. Since 2003 the services have been regulated by 
the Care Commission, but throughout we have had caring staff dedicated to       
supporting the tenants. 
 
Back to the present - In last yearôs foreword I advised that we would be carrying out 
a Tenant Satisfaction Survey this year, and reviewing our approach to tenant      
participation. 
 
The Tenant Satisfaction survey has been put back but Claire Macdonald, our     
Tenant Participation Officer who is leading on the review of Tenant Participation has 
been visiting a number of sheltered schemes, and hopes to visit all schemes in the 
course of time. 
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Best Wishes  
Gordon Kyle  
Chief Executive  

Chief Executiveõs foreword . . . 

Claire can give advice about forming a Residents Committee, and opening a 
scheme bank account. If social activities have lapsed and tenants want to get them 
going again, Claire can share experience of whatôs worked, or not worked at other 
schemes. 
 
A useful service available for all sheltered schemes is the delivery of fresh fruit and 
vegetables from Cfine - Community Food  Initiative North East who promote healthy 
eating. Cfine have a very wide range of fruit and vegetables and will deliver to rural 
areas as well as the city - our schemes at Insch, Portlethen, Tarland, Tomintoul and  
St Peterôs Court, Torry currently receive deliveries. If you think your scheme would 
benefit, have a look at Cfineôs website to see the extensive range of items for sale. 
 
It is hoped to launch a Sheltered Tenants Forum next year, so that there is 
ñsounding boardò for the association to discuss relevant issues with a group of     
interested tenants from a range of schemes. 
 
Although the development of new sheltered or very sheltered schemes are few and 
far between nowadays, Iôm pleased to note that our new very sheltered scheme at 
Mintlaw is now well under construction, and due for completion in May 2010. 
 
Finally, I am pleased to let you know that David Lappin our Director of Housing   
Services has been appointed to replace me as Chief Executive. 
 
David has been with Castlehill for over 16 years, and has been involved in         
management of sheltered housing for much of his time with us. I have no doubt that 
his experience and commitment will ensure that Castlehill continues to provide a 
quality service for sheltered housing tenants. 
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2009 - a very busy year  
 at St Johnôs Court 

 
Christmas Lunch; Christmas Party; New Yearôs Party; Birthday Celebrations; 
Burns Supper; Visiting Entertainers; Outings; St Andrews and Valentinesô 
Nights; Darts and Dominoes twice a week; Bingo on a Wednesday; Friday Film 
Night; Weekend Movies; Football on our new HD Large Screen TV and getting fit 
and up to date with a Nintendo Wii, another new addition to our entertainment 
options, and by the time you are reading this we will have introduced a monthly 
Sunday Lunch and Ecumenical Service; all a testament to the excellent              
cooperation of Residents, Staff and Volunteers. 

CHRISTMAS DINNER  

                        
After a superb Christmas lunch and 
perhaps a little extra helping of the 
Christmas pudding or Chrissieôs  
delicious trifle a few of the ladies  
relax with a liqueur. A great day was 
had by all, thanks to Elaine, Noreen 
and Lexi. 

BURNS ENTHUSIEST 
HONOURED   

 

St Johnôs Court resident Alfie Smith, a 
recognised authority on the life and 
works of Robert Burns is seen here with 
Scotlandôs First Minister Alex Salmond 
MP. MSP. at the launching of óThe 
Homecomingô at Edinburgh Castle. 
In recognition of his services over the 
past 55 years Alfie was this year made 
an honorary member of the Stonehaven 
óFatherland Burns Clubô. We wish Alfie 
many more Burns Suppers in the years 
to come.   
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Carol Morrison is seen here under the 
glow of the candles and the watchful eye 
of some of the many guests and family 
cutting her 80th  birthday cake. Elaine   
presented Carol with a beautiful wrist 
watch from the residents and staff at St 
Johnôs Court. The entertainment was  
provided by Stan and Eddie.  

DREAMS CAN COME TRUE 

St Johnôs Court resident Tom Law, a 
dedicated Chelsea FC supporter, this 
year fulfilled a long held wish to visit 
Stamford Bridge, the hallowed    
London home of Chelsea Football 
Club. A proud Tom is seen here in 
the stand with his grandson Jake   
enjoying a very special occasion. 

250th ANNIVERSARY BURNôS SUPPER 

Under the chairmanship of Alfie 
Smith, the St Johnôs Court Burns 
Supper was again an outstanding 
success. The haggis, warm and 
reekinô, was carried in style by 
Elaine McLennan to the fine pip-
ing of Mandy Rae and addressed 
in the traditional manner by Doug 
Galloway who also gave a very 
stirring rendition of Tam Oô 
Shanter. The óToast to the       
Lassiesô was given by Jim Anderson and replied to by Caroline Sinclair; seen here 
on either side of Jim Morrison who gave the óImmortal Memoryô.  
Irene Squires made a welcome return to entertain the company with Burns songs.  
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Here at Thomson Street we have had departures and arrivals as usual.  We had a lovely Christmas 
party, with catering by Margaret Milne and entertainment by Country Edition.  We have enjoyed our 
Burns lunch, Easter party, various activities and summer outings, but by far the most unusual was 
the celebration of Pearl Mitchell's 100th birthday. 


